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|mpact of watershed devel opment programmeon
cropping patternin Dindigul digtrict of Tamil Nadu

B N. KALIDASS AND R. RAJASEKARAN

SUMMARY : Thisstudy attemptsto examinetheimpact of Watershed devel opment programmethrough
comparative analysis between with and without watershed area approach. The study highlights the
difference between with and without watershed areatowards assessment on performance on parameters
like cropping pattern. The study was conducted purposively in Athoor block of Dindigul district in
Tamil Nadu. Twenty farmers from each village in total 60 farmersin Watershed Treated Area and 60
farmersin non-treated area were selected randomly from six selected villages for this study.The data
collection was carried out through personal interview using well structured and pre-tested interview
schedules. Two separate sets of interview schedules were prepared to collect details from the sample
farmers of Watershed treated area and Non-Treated area. The results were analyzed and presented in
percentage. Cropping intensity of the sample farmerswas observed as 122.81 and 111.32 in WTA and
NTA.In the present study, the changes in the proportion of the individual crop area to the total
cultivated area over the period in watershed treated areawere higher.
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